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where warranted by sufficient population, and in both states
large areas are too lightly peopled. Tasmania is divided into
municipal districts, while the cities of Hobart and Launceston
are incorporated under separate acts.
Although the local authorities in the six states differ
in minutiae, they are broadly alike in their legal framework
and in the functions prescribed. Shire and district councils
usually provide for roads, bridges, public health, and sani-
tation. Libraries, art galleries, museums, and recreation
grounds may be maintained, or at least supported, by the
local bodies, but police and education significantly both in
country and city are directly administered by the state and
paid for out of state revenue. Strange indeed to the Canadian
is the absence of local school authorities and local educational
rates. Yet this highly centralized system is not without
substantial benefits. It keeps down the administrative
costs of education in contrast with those in Canada and
England. It gives teachers a more secure status as paid
servants of the state, promoted according to uniform rules,
and moved from one area to another without a necessary
loss of salary* Not least important is the fact that it
facilitates education in the remote and thinly settled
frontier, a circumstance which has much impressed visiting
American scholars.21 But the drawback is that which may
afflict any centralized system: the people are not brought
close enough to the concrete problem of providing for their
educational services, and lack of intimate responsibility tends
to sap interest.
The local authority is supervised in many matters by the
state Government, and its approval for by-laws is required.
In South Australia, for example, a by-law must be submitted
to the Crown solicitor, and, if he deems it within the com-
petence of the council, it is forwarded to both houses of the
state Parliament. Usually, however, a simpler arrangement
exists.22 The state supervises the methods of municipal
^See I. L. Kandel, Impressions of Australian Education, 6.
^For the South Australian law see Local Government- Act (1934), Sections
674-5.    A much simpler method is provided by the Local Government Act (1936)
of Queensland, Section 31.    The contrast between Australian and Canadian Jaw
in this matter is evident.   J. A. Maxwell, "Problems of the Grants Commission'
(Economic Record, Dec,, 1938).